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SCHEDULE B

Theme: “Advancing Access to Justice in Uganda's
Criminal Legal System”

Date: March 2026

1.0. Introduction

The Inagural Patrice Lumumba Memorial Interuniversity
Moot Court Competition is an annual event organized by
Onyango & Co. Advocates to empower first-year law
students in Uganda with practical skills in legal advocacy,
research, and writing. Inspired by Patrice Lumumba s
legacy in promoting gender equality and access to justice,
this competition provides a platform to honour her
contributions while fostering inclusivity and excellence.
These instructions outline the rules and procedures for
participation, ensuring a fair and educational experience.

2.0. Objectives

a. Develop skills in legal research, memorial drafting, and
oral advocacy.

b. Encourage engagement with contemporary criminal
law issues in Uganda.

c. Promote teamwork, ethical conduct, and diversity
among participants.

d. Build a network of young legal professionals to carry
forward Patrice Lumumba ‘s legacy.

3.0. Eligibility and Team Composition

31 Eligibility: The moot competition is open to all
first-year law students (second semester) at accredited law
schools in Uganda as of January 2026. Each team must be
supported by a faculty member (“Coach”).

5.0. Key Dates and Deadlines
Date Stage
28th February 2026 Deadline for Registration & Payment

3rd - 13th March 2026

18th March 2026
7th April 2026 Preliminary Rounds

8th April 2026 Octos & Quarter Finals

9th April 2026

Mandatory Training (Research & Understanding of
Moot Problem + Legal Drafting & Presentation)

End of Clarification on Moot Problem

Semi-Finals, Grand Final & Awards Ceremony

3.2.  Team Composition: Each team consists of three
(3) members: two (2) oralists and one (1) researcher.
Universities are encouraged to ensure gender balance
(e.g., at least one female member per team) to reflect the
competition’s commitment to diversity. Team members
cannot switch roles upon registration.

A maximum of five (5) teams per university may partici-
pate. In case of oversubscription, selection will be on a
first-come-first-served basis, with priority for teams
submitting a faculty endorsement. The OrganizingCom-
mittee may adjust this limit, with updates communicated
transparently.

4.0. Competition Structure and Format

4.. Format: The competition follows a hybrid format:

a. *Preliminary Rounds, Octos and Quarter Finals Online
*Semi Finals and Finals to be at a physical venue

a. Grand Finale & Awards Ceremony: Held in person at
Victoria University, Kampala.

4.2. Stages:

a. Preliminary Rounds: Teams compete in two oral
rounds (one as Appellant, one as Respondent), scored
40% on memorials and 60% on oral advocacy.

b. Quarter/Semi-Finals: Top-scoring teams advance to
knockout rounds based on cumulative scores.

c. Grand Finale: The two highest-scoring teams com-
pete before a panel of judges.

4.3. Judging Panels shall consist of senior law students
and new advocates, ensuring fair and expert evaluation.
Scores will be based on legal reasoning, presentation, and
adherence to rules.

Format / Venue
Online (Website)

Online (Zoom, with recordings to
be provided)

Online
Online (Zoom)

Online (Zoom)

Physical

This Organising Committee reserves the right to adjust the schedule, with updates communicated via email, the website and the

official WhatsApp group.
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6.0. Memorial Preparation and Submission

6.1.

Submission: Teams must submit two memorials (Appellants(Red cover page) and Respondent(Blue Cover

Page) electronically to lumumbamoot@onyangoadvocates.com by 28th February 2026, 5:00 PM EAT. No printed hard

copies are required.

Required structure:
Format Font: Century Gothic, 11 pt.

Length: Maximum 15 pages( including cover page and footnotes),

Structure: Include a cover page, table of contents, statement of facts, legal arguments, and prayer for relief),
Cover Page: Include the team code (assigned upon registration), case title, and competition name, without identify-

6.2.

a

b. Spacing:1.5 line spacing,
C

d

e

ing the university or team members.
f. Footnotes: Use Century Gothic, 9 pt, for citations

6.3.

7.0. Training Sessions

Dates: 3rd-13th March 2026.

Modules:

Evaluation: Memorials are scored on legal analysis (40%), clarity (30%), and structure (30%).

Module 1 - Research & Understanding of Moot Problem

Module 2 - Legal Drafting & Presentation

Facilitators:

Led by Associates at Onyango & Co. Advocates, with other guest speakers as may be

determined by the organising committee.

Resources:
competition website.
8.0. Oral Rounds
8. Procedure: Each team has 20 minutes for

arguments. Teams will argue both sides (Appellant and
Respondent) in preliminary rounds.

8.2. Conduct: Oralists must address the bench
respectfully and adhere to time limits. Judges may
interrupt for clarifications.

8.3. Scoring: This shall be based on legal knowledge
(40%), advocacy skills (40%), and responsiveness (20%).
8.4.
written test which will contribute to the team’s marks

Researchers will have a researchers oral and

9.0. Ethical Values and Conduct

9. Participants must uphold integrity, respect, and
fairness.

9.2. Plagiarism or unethical behaviour (e.g., collusion)

will result in disqualification.
9.3. Teams must report violations to the Organising
Committee within 48 hours of occurrence.
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Digital materials (sample memorials, research guides, recordings) will be provided via the

10.0. Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al)

101
databases with Al features) may assist with research and
drafting, provided the work remains the team’s own.

10.2.  Prohibited Use: Submitting Al-generated content
(e.g., full arguments or memorials) without human revision
is forbidden. Violations will lead to disqualification. Teams
must declare Al use in a cover letter with their memorial

Permitted Use: Al tools (e.g., legal research

submission.

1.0. Data Protection and Privacy

1. Personal data (e.g., contact details)
collected during registration and training will be used
solely for competition purposes.

1.2.  Data will be stored securely and not shared with
third parties without consent, in compliance with Uganda's
Data Protection and Privacy Act, Cap 97.

1.3.  Participants may request data access or deletion
by contacting lumumbagomoot@onyangoadvocates.com

names,
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12.0. Dispute Resolution

12.. Disputes (e.g., scoring, conduct) must be submitted in writing to the Organising Committee within 24 hours of
the incident.
12.2.  Anindependent panel will review appeals, with decisions final.

13.0. Annual Review

These instructions will be reviewed annually by the Organising Committee to ensure relevance and fairness, with
updates published on www.onyangoadvocates.com by 25th November each year.

14.0. Contact Information

Program Lead: Program Coordinator:

Onyango Owor Namugera Joel Peter

Partner, Onyango & Co Advocates Associate, Onyango & Co Advocates
Email: onyango@onyangoadvocates.com Email: joel.n@onyangoadvocates.com
Tel: +256(0)701394721 Tel: +256(0)773078248

WhatsApp Group: Link provided upon registration for real-time updates.

15.0. Final Notes

15.1. Follow all deadlines and instructions to avoid disqualification.
15.2.  Participate with enthusiasm to honour Justice Kikonyogo's legacy and build your legal skills!
15.3.  The organising committee retains the right to interpret these instructions
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